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24 September 2019 
 
Dear Ms Wilson, 

 
Preparations for Census 2021 

 
I refer to my earlier correspondence regarding the National Records of Scotland‘s 

preparations for the 2021 Census and the online platform demonstration that was 

provided to Committee Members on Wednesday, 18 September 2019. 

It was noted during the demonstration of the online platform for the 2021 Census that 

the proposed response options for Question 8 on sexual orientation will include four 

categories, including a category for ‗other sexual orientation, please write in‘. ‗Sexual 

orientation‘ is a protected characteristic in the Equality Act, which is defined as 

follows1– 

  ―12 Sexual orientation  

(1) Sexual orientation means a person's sexual orientation towards— 

(a) persons of the same sex, 

(b) persons of the opposite sex, or 

(c) persons of either sex. 

(2) In relation to the protected characteristic of sexual orientation— 

(a) a reference to a person who has a particular protected 

characteristic is a reference to a person who is of a particular 

sexual orientation; 

                                                
1
  Equality Act 2010, s. 12. 
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(b)  a reference to persons who share a protected characteristic 

is a reference to persons who are of the same sexual 

orientation.‖ 

As you will be aware, the Committee wrote to the National Records of Scotland 

seeking clarification of its understanding of the interaction between the Equality Act 

2010 and the Census Order in a letter dated 18 September 2019.  

A majority of the Committee has agreed to seek additional clarification from the 

National Records of Scotland on this issue with specific reference to the National 

Records of Scotland‘s understanding of the interaction between the proposed 

response options for Question 8 in the draft Census Order and the protected 

characteristic of ‗sexual orientation‘ in the Equality Act 2010. 

 

Yours Sincerely,  

 

Joan McAlpine MSP  

Convener  

Culture, Tourism, Europe and External Affairs Committee  




